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ADVERTISEMENT 
R EA DB EM 

CHURCH and STATE are Words which 

have long been connected together, notwith- 


ſtanding the furious Aſſaults of their Oppo- 


nents. 


The following Attempt hath been levelled 
to diveſt the Subject of Attachment to Party, 
and to ſhew that the CHRISTIAN RELIGION 
and the PEACE oF THE STATE are inti- 
mately and inſeparably connected, and that 
thoſe Men who endeavour by their Princi- 
ples to pull Kings from their Thrones, 
and the Nobility and great Men from their 
exalted Stations, are acting conſiſtently ; 
they having long fince endeavoured to de- 
grade our bleſſed Lord and Saviour the 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords into a 


mere Man, and by Comments to undermine 
_ thoſe 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


thoſe Holy Scriptures which are read in, and 
on which our National Church is built. 


If this Tract ſhould produce a Profit, the 
whole clear Gain ariſing from the firſt Edi- 
tion ſhall be religiouſly applied as the firſt 
fruits to Charity: And as it is to ſerve no 
private End, it is hoped that it will not be 
taken amiſs, that one Copy hath been directed 
and forwarded To you ; with the Requeſt, 
that if you approve of it, you will have the 
Goodneſs to beſtow the Price (as part of the 
preſumed Profit of the firſt Edition) upon 
the firſt m_— of Charity which may pre- 
ſent itſelf. 


If it ſhould live to a ſecond Edition, the 

Publiſhers, Meſſ. RivinGToNs, in whoſe 
Names it is entered at Stationers-Hall, have 
Directions to pay one Moiety of any Profit 
ariſing from the ſame, and of any ſubſequent 
Editions, to the Treaſurers of the Charities 
for the Relief of the Widows and Children 
of Clergymen. 


To 


To THE GREAT AND LEARNED 
amonc CHRISTIANS, 


THE HUMBLE PETITION or A 
NUMBER oF PooR, Loyar, UNLEARNED 
CHRISTIANS, 


HUMBLY SHEWETH, 


HAT your Petitioners chiefly conſiſt of 
Farmers, Farmer's Servants, Mechanics 
and Labouring Men, who having in their 
youth been taught to read the Bible, and to 
go to the Public Worſhip of God, have ever 
conſidered themſelves as Chriſtians, 


Tur your Petitioners are not all of the 
ſame ſentiments, ſome having been brought 
up by their parents to go to church, and 
others to go to meeting: And as they enter- 
tain a great reſpect for the memory of their 
religious parents, they have been hitherto 
cautious not to give up the diſtinctions eſta- 


= bliſhed 


„ 

bliſhed by them; although from intercourſe 
with each other, they find, that in matters 
which appear of greateſt moment, their an- 
ceſtors were much of a mind; the ground 
of ſeparation between them being (as they 
underſtand) chiefly concerning habits uſed in 
performing divine ſervice Whether the ſa- 
crament ſhould be received ſitting or kneeling 
Whether a form of prayer ſhould be uſed 
or not And whether baptiſm ſhould be ad- 
miniſtered to children or grown perſons. 


THAT notwithſtanding ; your Petitioners 
being all agreed, that it is proper that the 
Bible ſhould be read, and that Chriſtians 
ſhould live as Chriſtians, in love, loyalty, and 
good neighbourhood, they have frequently 
(after ſervice being ended on the Sabbath 
day) met in the evening, and have read the 
Bible, and in particular the New Teſtament, 
and have alſo done their beſt endeavour to 
make up any little differences, and to ſerve 
each other in every reſpect ; they diſcovering 
by the Bible, that it is their duty ſo to do; 
and they have been particularly careful to 
keep and encourage reſpect for the King, 
and the whole Government, under whom 


they 


bo. 
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E | 
they live; the ſame being to their apprehen- 
fion clearly enjoined in the New Teſtament, 
even at a time when it appears that the Go- 
vernors of the world were Heathens, and 
ſome of them perſecutors: And if fo, they 
cannot but think, that not only reſpe& and 


duty, but alſo a kind and grateful love, is due 


to the preſent KI NG, who they underſtand to 


be a man of the fame religion with them- 


ſelves, and not in the leaſt aſhamed of being A 
CONSTANT WORSHIPPER OF Gop. Yout 
Petitioners therefore unanimouſly ſay, May 
« God Almighty bleſs him, through Jeſus 
« Chriſt, the King of Kings, and Lord of 
« Lords.” 


THAT your Petitioners uſed to look for- 
ward to the Sabbath day as a Holy day, and 


not ſo much ſo on account of its being a day 


of ceſſation from labour, as a day of adoration 
of God, union at home, good neighbourhood, 
and love to each other: But they have lately 
endured the greateſt misfortune, which ren - 
ders them unhappy at the very times they 


formerly looked for happineſs, and which 


takes its riſe from certain ill-diſpoſed perſons 


endeavouring to undermine their attachment 
| 1 13 both 
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both to their religion and their loyalty, and 


ſome of thoſe who were formerly the moſt 


forward to every good work, have been 
gained over to their opinions, which are the 


direct reverſe of their former profeſſion; and 


inſtead of love and affection, good neighbour- 
hood and charity, being, as heretofore, the in- 
habiters of their village, they are now fre- 
quently taken up in diſputes, anger, and con- 
tention; ſo that there appears to have ariſen 
2 new religion, if it can be fo called, among 
them. | HD 


THAT theſe ſubjects have not only been 
brought forward in converſation, but ſome of 
the books of their adverſaries have been 
offered at a ſmall price; particularly ſome 
tracts written by Dr. Prieſtley, a book called 
The Rights of Man, and ſome other books. 
recommended by a ſociety called The. Society, 
for Conſtitutional Information. | \ 


THAT your Petitioners late friends are, 
often talking about ph:/9/ophic . neceſſity, and, 
materialiſm, which your Petitioners cannot 
comprehend ; and they are in general of opi- 
nion, that the ſame is not material to them, 

, and 


1 

and that there is no neceſſity that they ſhould 
be plagued therewith, having obſerved that 
their late friends, inſtead of being loving 
Chriſtians as heretofore, have become vehe- 
ment diſputants, and never happy, but when 
they are diſturbing and puzzling your Peti- 
tioners with their new notions. / | 


Trar although your Petitioners cannot 
comprehend high matters, they hope they 
are not aſſuming when they pretend to have 
common ſenſe, and to underſtand the plain 
meaning of words ; and from the little they 
have been forced to hear, they are of opinion, 
that the new notions tend to deny almoſt 
every aſſertion contained in the Bible, al- 
though their opponents pretend to reverence 
the fame. | | 


Tux if theſe diſturbers would openly 
and avowedly deny any attachment to the 
Bible, your Petitioners would not be at any 
loſs how to act, inaſmuch as they are told by 
their Lord and Maſter, © Whoſoever ſhall 
be aſhamed of me and of my words, of 
„ him ſhall the Son of Man be aſhamed 
** when he ſhall come in his own glory, and 

V3 "© 


* 

* in his Father's, and of the holy angels. 
They therefore in that caſe would not only 
openly attack theſe new ideas, but they hope 
ſuch a ſpirit is in them, that although they 
would pray for their opponents, and not 
hurt a hair of their heads, they would alfa 
rather join the Noble Army of Martyrs,” 
than give up their veneration for the Bible. 


1 0 


Tnar as plain men, more at home in 
handling the plough than an argument, they 
wiſh to confine themſelves to PLAIN GES 
TIONS ; and when they urge a text of ſcrip- 
ture, they with a POSITIVE ANSWER IN A 
FEW WORDS, and not to be referred to apo- 
logies as big as the Bible, and other volumi- 
nous and expenſive publications, 


Tua your Petitioners have been in- 
formed, that there have many anſwers been 
publiſhed to theſe writings, and that they are 
old opinions new revived ; but your Peti- 
tioners have neither ability to decide, nor in- 
clination to let the:r fields remain untilled, or 
their families ſtarve, whilſt they are employed 
in t theſe reſearches. 


4 0 Luke ix. 26. 
| THAT 
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TrarT theſe diſpoſitions encourage their 
diſturbers to exult over them as if they were 
the conquerors, and your Petitioners were 
vanquiſhed, which they by no means admit ; 
and they have therefore, by the aſſiſtance of 

their friend the Veſtry-Clerk, put the moſt 
material of the allegations of theſe reformers, 
together with plain queſtions for them to 
anſwer. 


Your PETITIONERS therefore humbly 
requeſt, that JosEery PRIESTLEY, 
L. L. D. F. R. s. and your Petitioners' 
other diſturbers, may be required, in 
the moſt soLEMN MANNER, to give 
TRUE, DISTINCT, AND PERFECT 
ANSWERS to the following 1NTER- 
ROGATORIES, to the end, that ſuch 
poor and ignorant men as your Peti- 
tioners, may, in a ſhort point of view, 
ſee them in their true colours; or in 

default thereof, that their ſilence may 
be taken pro confeſſo. And in ſuch : 
caſe, that the ſaid confederates may be 
publickly conſidered, if they are fo, 
AS SUBVERTERS OF THE CHRIS- 
B 4 FLA: 


1 

TIAN RELIGION, and as entirely 
ſeparated from the Chriſtian faith. 
And inaſmuch as your Petitioners are 
ſenſible, that the differences of opi- 
nion in their anceſtors, which cauſed 
the unhappy ſeparation between them, 
was, in point of importance, no more 
to be compared to theſe new- fangled 
notions, than a ſlight tooth- ach is to 
the plague, your Petitioners earneſtly, 
ſolemnly, and for the love they bear 
to their neighbours, themſelves, and 
their poſterity, requeſt that ſome 
means may be deviſed, in order ro 
UNITE THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
AND THEIR FRIENDS IN THE DIS- 
SENTING INTEREST TOGETHER ; 
they being ſenſible of the endeavours 
after union in their opponents ; for 
your Petitioners are firmly perſua- 
ded, that it matters not with them, 
what a man is, or of what ſentiments, 
ſo as he unites in oppoſition to the 
Church, the Government, and the 
Bible. 


INSPI- 


1 
INSPIRATION or SCRIPTURE. 


Tris $UBJECT may be conſidered as a 
FOUNDATION STONE, at leaſt it is ſo with 
us; for ſuch of us as are of the national 
church are only ſo, becauſe we think that of 
all others it comes neareſt to the sAcRED 
SCRIPTURES and the primitive church. Such 
of us alſo as are Diſſenters are ſo, becauſe we 
think that the Scriptures are in favour of | 
our particular ſentiments: At the fame time 
that we ſay ſo, we mutually lament the ſepa- 
ration, and hope to ſee a re- union effected 
by thoſe who have it in their power. 


THEREFORE WE MUTUALLY DECLARE, 
THAT THE BIBLE CONTAINS OUR RELI- 
GioN.—And wherefore ? 


We are informed, that“ all Scripture is 
« given by inſpiration of God, and is profi- 
* table for doctrine, for reproof, for correc- 
*« tion, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs, that 
the Man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
5 furniſhed unto all good works.“ In this 


"x 


2 Tim. iii. 16—17. 
reſpect 
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reſpect we are alſo of the ſame opinion with 
David, who had not heard what we have 
* heard ',” notwithſtanding he might have 
greatly deſired it. He declares, © O, how I 
« love thy law: It is my meditation all the 


% day*.''—*© As the hart panteth after the 


« water brooks, ſo panteth my ſoul after 
«© Thee, O God*.”'—< Open Thou mine 


eyes, that I may behold wonderous things 


« out of thy law *.” And the laſt book in 
the Bible is expreſsly declared to be“ THE 
© REVELAT1ON oF JESUS CHRIST which 


«© God gave unto Him, to ſhew unto His 


« ſervants, things which muſt come to 


cc paſs 3 


Not only our Church members, but our 
Diſſenting brethren unite in thankfulneſs that 
our national Church profeſſes the ſame thing, 
and are ſorry they are on other accounts diſ- 
ſenters from a Church who ſo ſcripturally 
declares its faith, and who not only profeſſes 
to reverence Scripture in words, but does ſo 
in deed and in truth, by conſtantly reading 


» Luke x. 24. Pſal. exix. 97, 3 Pfal. Xlii. 1, 
# Pſa), cxix. 18. 1. 


the 
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„„ 
the ſame every day in the year, when its 
members can aſſemble for that purpoſe. 


But if we underſtand our diſturbers, they 
believe that Moſes's account of the creation 
is a very imperfect one, though the beſt ac- 
count extant in his day—That we are by no 

means bound by what St. Paul declares, but 
are to judge for ourſelves—That fo far from 
our believing all the Scripture, they declare, 
in direct contradiction thereto, that our Sa- 
viour jeſus Chriſt was not conceived by the 
Holy Ghoſt of the Virgin Mary, but was of 
the ſeed of Joſeph; together with many other 
deviations too numerous here to mention. 


We are aware that tranſlation is not inſpi- 
ration ; but ſtill we believe the Providence 
of God has been in a peculiar manner over 
His Word, and that even in our tranſlation 
it is Thug Word oF Gop: And therefore, 
not being able, for the beforementioned rea- 
ſons, to refer to the ſeveral works of our diſ- 
turbers, we demand to know of them in 


ſhort ; 
Do 
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12 
Do you degrade Moſes into the recorder of 
a tradition? And unto a vain- glorious aſſumer 
in ſpeaking in the name of his Maker, when 
he was not infpired by Him ? 


Have you ever declared, that the teſtimony 
of St. Paul, the apoſtle of us Gentiles, is not 
obligatory ? Do not thoſe who urge them- 
ſelves to be your friends belie you ? Have 
you declared this ? 


Have you denied that word which ſays, 
And the angel anſwered and ſaid unto her, 
the Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and 
* the power of the Higheſt ſhall overſhadow 
„ thee: Therefore allo that Holy Thing 
which ſhall be born of thee ſhall be called 
* the Son of God. 


* 


-. 


If you have denied all or any of theſe 
things, where are you-?. Are you not like a 
ſhip at ſea, without rudder or compals ? 


You will poſſibly ſay, your reaſon is your 
rudder and your compaſs too, If fo, and all 


s Luke i. 35» 
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the admonitions contained in this book ſhould 
unhappily be thrown away upon you, act ſo 
far like honeſt men as to declare that vouR 
' oPIN10N, for which reaſon is but another 
name (as you will not approve of what 
the reaſon of another man ſhall ſay) that 
your opinion is, at leaſt for you, the only 
criterion to which you will refer. This will 
declare you publickly to be what we fear 
you are; but which God grant you may tee 
the error of, SETTERS UP OF YOUR OWN= 
SELVES, for the opinion is the dearer ſelf, 
and conſequently ſetters up of a NEW RELI- 
Gion. If this be the caſe, let us part, and 
no longer be conſidered as profeſſing the 
ſame religion ; as we are for a very different 
one, namely, a religion whi-h conſiſts in fol- 
lowing our bleſſed Maſter, revering his word, 
believing that it was God who. at ſundry 
times, and in divers manners ſpake in time 
* paſt unto our fathers by the prophets ',” 
and particularly, by that great prophet Moſes, 
who, for the greatneſs of his office, and the 
dignity of his miſſion, was worthy to be 


named as“ like unto our heavenly Maſter *. 


eb. . 1. Deut. xvii. 7. 
We 
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We now addreſs ourſelves to thoſe whom 
theſe innovators attempt to deceive, 
as well as thoſe who have been drawn 
in by their arts to think well of 
them; and we aſk, | 


Is it not perfectly conſiſtent in thoſe who 
attempt to ſet up their opinion againſt the 
Word, which is the law of God, to ſet up 
their opinion alſo againſt all law, order, and 


good government ? 


* GREAT 


135 


« GREAT. IS THE MYSTERY OF 
« GODLINESS; GOD WAS MANI- 
« FEST IN THE FLESH *.” 


We conceive the whole contents of this 
book to be of importance; but if there is 
any head which we wiſh to treat with more 
than ordinary ſolemnity, it is the preſent, in 
which we mean to conſider a ſubject which 
a believer will do, with as much holy fear, 
and religious awe, as was upon Aaron when 


he entered within the vail, into the Holy of 
Hobbes. 


Here, we have been wounded indeed! Here 
we may again cry, Woe! woe! woe! How 
was David's holy zeal kindled, when he heard 
the uncircumciſed Philiſtine Goliah of Gath 
« defy the armies of the living God: How 
did it grieve the holy apoſtle James, to hear 
* the rich in this world blaſpheme that worthy 
name by which the poor were called But 
we have heard words which we will not 
utter! and from men who are defirous of 


* 1 Tim, iii. 16. ® 1 Sam, xvii. 26. James ii. 7. 


being 
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being conſidered as PROFESSING the SAME 
RELIGION WITH OURSELVES. 


The above myſtery, and all other the myſ- 
teries with which it is connected, muſt de- 
pend upon ſcripture; and here our oppo- 
nents aſſume to themſelves the victory, as 
they aſſert, that we take our opinions from 
the firſt, ſecond, and fifth articles of the 
church of England, and from the Athanaſian 
creed; whereas they are the perſons, accord 
ing to their own account, who follow ſcrip- 
ture. 


In the former head we declared, and we 
now again, with reference to the ſubje& in 
hand, repeat, and thoſe of us who are church- 
men, think they are acting the part of good 
churchmen in declaring that they profeſs no 
credence in theſe or any other of the articles 
of the church of England, neither in the 
Athanaſian creed, any further or otherwiſe 
than the ſame are (and it is our opinion that 
they are) agreeable to the Holy Scriptures. 
As a corroboration of this declaration, we re- 
fer to the ſixth article of the church of Eng- 
land; and we here ſubjoin a paper drawn up 

| 5 by 


* 

by one of our brethren, which he uſes in- 
ſtead of the Athanaſian creed, which he is 
cautious of uſing, he being fearful that the 
penner of it hath been, in ſo myſterious a 
ſubject, almoſt too explicit. If any of the 
learned and ruling men among us Chriſtians 
ſhould think that any good hint may be 
taken from it, his attention to it will meet 
an additional reward. It is, in part, moulded 
into the form of a prayer, and part into that 
of a creed; and is as follows: 


8 


— 


O GRACIOUS AND MERCIFUL Gop, who 
haſt given us Thy Holy Word to be in this 
dark world © a lamp unto our feet, and a light 
„ unto our path, give me that Holy Spi- 
rit which is promiſed in Thy Word, ſaying, 
« If ye, being evil, know how to give good 
« gifts unto your children, how much more 
* ſhall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
« Spirit to them that aſk Him *.* I am 
ſenſible that I lack wiſdom ; but I now aſk 
the ſame of Thee in faith ', and rely on 
Thy promiſe, that thou wilt give it unto me. 
Eſpecially I pray for knowledge in Thy moſt 


* Pfal, exix. 105. Luke xi. 13. 3 James i. 5. 


C Holy 


LW 
Holy Word. O impreſs upon my mind the 
great importance of faith therein. Thou, O 23 
Lord, haſt declared, «© He that believeth, 7 
« and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved; but he 3 
t that believeth not, ſhall be damned O 42 
give me this faith; grant me this inward and $ 
ſpiritual regeneration *, as well as the out- 
ward and viſible fign of baptiſm ; that I may 


cc flee from the wrath to come. 


Thy Word declareth, that Whoſoever 
e cometh unto God, muſt believe that he 
“ js, and that he is a rewarder of them that 
« diligently ſeek him *.” Give me, there- 
fore, O my God, juſt and true ideas of Thy 
perfections, and a firm faith in all Thy de- 
C.arations ; particularly, may I never depart 
from a full and unbounded belief in Thy de- 
claration, that the firſt and great command- 
ment is, Hear, O Iſrael; the Lord our 
God 1s one Lord. Keep me ever 
from wavering with reſpect to this firſt and 
great commandment, and may I receive the 
whole of Thy Word as a good, and wiſe, 


: Mark xvi. 16, > Joha iii. 5. 3 Matt. iii. 7. 
* Heb. xi. 6. Mark xii. 29. 


and 
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and conſiſtent word; and whenever men or 
devils would endeavour to ſhake my faith in 
any part thereof, give me, in the ſame ſpirit 
with my bleſied Maſter, to reply, « It is 


cc 


ce 
40 
cc 
cc 
«c 
cc 
«c 
cc 
«c 
cc 
cc 
«c 
cc 
«cc 
cc 


cc 


Written. 


I believe alſo, for Thy Word declares, that 
In the beginning was the word, and the 
word was with God, and the word was 
God. The ſame was in the beginning 
with God. All . things were made by 
him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made; I believe in the 
Son of God, in whom we have redemp- 
tion through his blood, even the forgive- 
neſs of ſins. Who is the image of the 
inviſible God, the firſt-born of every crea- 
ture. For by him were all things created 
that are in heaven and that are in earth, 
viſible and inviſible, whether they be 
thrones or dominions, principalities or 
powers. All things were created by him, 
and for him; and he is before all things, 
and by him all things conſiſt *,”” I believe 


alſo that Thomas, our Lord's once unbeliev- 


Matt. iv. 4. 2 John i. 1, 3. 3 Col. L 13, 17» 


C 2 ing 


1 
ing Apoſtle, made a good and unexception- 
abe confeſſion, when after his converſion, he 
declared to his Maſter, that he was his 
Lord and his God..“ 


O Lord Jeſus, who didſt hear the prayer 
and receive the ſpirit of holy Stephen thy 
martyr *, Thou who haſt declared Thy- 
ſelf to be the firſt and the laſt, ſaying, ** Fear 
not, I am the firſt and the haſt: He that 
« liveth, and was dead; and behold, I am 
« alive for evermore, Amen Thou, who 
didſt Open the underſtandings of thy diſ- 
* ciples, that they might underſtand the 
& Scriptures *,” ſo open my underſtanding 
that I may ſee ſomething of thoſe holy myſte- 
ries which thou haſt revealed therein; and 
as Iſaiah thy ſervant ſaw ſomething of thy 
glory when he beheld Thee “ fitting upon 
Thy throne, high and lifted up *,” with 
the holy ſeraphims about the ſame ; crying, 
te Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hoſts; 
* the whole earth is full of his glory.“ 
Give me ſimilar diſpoſitions, and grant that 


John xx. 28. Ae Mi. 9. . 
Luke xxiv. 25. Iſaiah vi. s John xii. 41. 


4 ” L alſo 


f as 1] 


] alſo may be one of that innumerable mul- 
titude who ſhall cry with a loud voice, Bleſ- 
_ « ſing, and honour, and glory, and power, 
e be unto Him who ſitteth upon the throne, 


1 7» 


* and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. 


At thy name Every knee ſhall bow both 
„ in heaven and in earth *.” O therefore 
give me grace to Honour Thee the Son, 
* even as I honour the Father; knowing 
& that he that honoureth not the Son, ho- 
* noureth not the Father who hath ſent 


Fam”. 


In purſuance of Thy promiſe, I alfo look 
up to Thee for that Holy Spirit which thou 
haſt promiſed in Thy Word; with the gra- 
cious declaration by thy Apoſtle Paul, that 
the bodies of thoſe who are thy true ſer- 
vants, are © Temples of this Holy Spirit.“ 
Keep me from defiling the temple of God, 
knowing the admonition, that“ If any 
man defile the temple of God, him ſhall 
« God deſtroy 5.” May the belief of this 


"Revs Vo 13. 2 Philippians ii. 10. John v. 23 · 
John xiv, 16. 31 Cor. iii. 16, 17. 
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truth keep me from every evil way. Thy 
Word declares that Ananias and Sapphira 
agreed together to lie unto the Holy Spirit; 
and that they did not lie unto man, but unto 
God '.” May their fearful example impreſs in 
me the moſt reverential obedience to Thy Spi- 
rit : That ſpirit, who in the creation, moved 


2 92 


upon the face of the waters 

O holy Father! hear my prayer; O 
Lamb of God, who takeſt away the ſin of 
the world *, hear my petition. O God, 
„ who art a ſpirit, and who haſt declared 
« that thoſe who worſhip Thee, muſt wor- 
5 ſhip Thee in ſpirit and in truth *, keep 
me from lighting, irreverently treating, or 
confuſing, the gracious declarations which 


Thou haſt given us in Thy Word. 


And in firm faith may we receive thy decla- 
ration, that ** there are three that bear record 
* in heaven; the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Spirit; and theſe three are one *,” 

In purſuance of Thy commandment, I was 
baptized in this faith, In the name of the 


1 Acts v. 4. > Gen. L - 3 Matt. vi. 9. 
4 John i, 29. 5 John iv. 24. "LET. 
| « Father, 
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E 
« Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 


Spirit. This faith I pray Thee to con- 


firm and ſtrengthen in me unto the end, that 


I alſo may ſing The ſong of Moſes and of 


the Lamb *,” and rejoicing, join the hea- 
venly chorus, ſaying, 


« ALLELUIA ! 


* SALVATION, AND GLeRY, AND HONOUR, AND 
% PowER, UNTO THE Loksd ouk Gop?.” 


« ALLELUIA! 
FOR THE LoRD GoD OMNIPOTENT REIGNETH®.”* 
AMEN. 
— —  __ 
WE Now ENQUIRE OF OUR DISTURBERS: 


Doſt thou believe that e Wen 
God ? 


That all things were made by Him, and 


without Him was not any thing made that 
was made? 


Matt. xxviii. 19. ® Rev. xv. 3. 3 Rev. xix. 1. 


4 Rev. xix. 6. 
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[| 24: ] 
Doſt thou believe that T homas made a 
good declaration, when, on his converſion, 


he cried out, My Lord and my God!“ 


Doſt thou believe that when Ananias and 
Sapphira lied unto the Holy Ghoſt, _ 
lied unto God ? 


Doſt thou believe that there are three that 
bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy — and that theſe three are 


one ? 


Doſt thou ever, by anticipation, fall down 


and cry, Bleſſing, and honour, and glory, 
and power, be unto Him that ſitteth upon 


* the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever. 
* a ever 7 


Pray be explicit; for if we are rightly in- 
formed, inſtead of joining in ſuch a ſong, you 
would rather ſtop. your ears, and run. away, 
than hear ſuch words. | 


Oh ! if you hope for heaven, conſider well; 
you may run away from ſuch fongs on earth ; 


* Rev. v 13. 


but 


IH 
"x8 


[ 25 ] 

but remember, the heavenly chorus is louder 
far; for after the four living creatures, and 
the four and twenty elders fall down before 
the Lamb, this hymn is fung by many an- 
gels round about the throne, and by the liv- 
ing creatures, and the elders, and the num- 
ber of them is ten thouſand times ten thou- 
fand, and thoufands of thoufands, and they 
ſing with a loud voice, © Worthy is the 
„Lamb that was flain to receive power, and 
* riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and ho- 
„ nour, and glory, and blefling *.” 


Wilt thou join in this chorus? 


If you are for heaven, you muſt ; there is 
but one place where, after death, you can 
eſcape the ſounds: It is there, where thoſe 
dwell who have been blaſphemers : It is the 
place where every one ſhall be who loveth 
and maketh a lie ; thoſe who deny the Word 
of God ;- whether it be openly, or by com- 
ment upon it. Thoſe who add unto, or take 
away from this precious book * : But remem- 
ber that this is a place of torment, of weep- 


Rev. v. 12. Rev. xiv. 11, 


ng, 


a- 


ä — OO a pr eogy e - 
3 2 — 2 


. 
— — 
CRE — - — . — 
„% „% „„ K ˙ K 1»„%„?n — —— 
, 


_——— 
4 


7 — — 
15" |" 0 po war_ah# y 


EE PORT Rot rr Gy wa : oy — 


TT. 
ing, and wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth; 
where all the plagues written and denounced 
in the Word of God againſt the adverſaries 
are fully accompliſhed. 


1 


* 


Is it not perfectly conſiſtent, that thoſe 
who will not ſubmit to the King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords, ſhould alſo act in oppo- 
fition to thoſe kings and lords who acknow- 
ledge themſelves to be the ſubjects of Him 
BY WHOM KINGS REIGN ? 


Matt. viii, 12. * Rev, xxii. 19. 
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THE ATONEMENT. 


Although we are ignorant, unlearned men, 
we are ſenſible that we are ſinners: We feel 


it; and we therefore thankfully read the ac- 


by 


count contained in the Old Teſtament diſ- 
penſation of the ſolemnities of the great an- 


nual atonement; and in particular of the 


ſcape-goat. We alſo with as much as poſs 
ſible to conſider ourſelves ſeparated from the 
wicked, and all wickedneſs in the world ; and 
it gives us comfort that God has even in the 
Old Teſtament diſpenſation made a ſeparation 
between His people and their oppreſſors; 
an account whereof we read in the books of 


Moſes, where a lamb was ordered to be ſlain 


called the paſſover or paſchal lamb *, which 
was to be the token ; that the houſe, on 
the poſts of whoſe doors the blood of the 
lamb was ſprinkled, was a houſe fearing and 
believing in Him ; conſequently that His 
people dwelt therein. 


3 Lev, xvi. 2 Exod. xii. 
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* ing to the riches of his grace. 


[ 28 ] 

We alſo conclude that as the law, the Old 
Teſtament diſpenſation, was but the Sha- 
« dow of the good things which were to 
„ come under the goſpel; that we ſhall 
find in it, the perfection of the above bleſ- 
fings ; and we think that we have ſeen ſome- 
thing of it, when on ſeverally reflecting upon 
the ingratitude of ſinning againſt ſo good a 
Maſter, and being deeply ſenſible of our faults, 
we have had ſuch paſſages as the following 
brought into our minds, 


„Who his own ſelf bare our fins in his 
« own body on the tree, that we being dead 
to fin, ſhould live unto righteouſneſs, by 

« whoſe ſtripes ye were healed *.” 


% In whom we have redemption through 
« his blood, the forgiveneſs of ſins accord- 


The blood of Jefus Chriſt his Son cleanſ- 


c eth us from all fin *.” 


« Chriſt hath alſo once ſuffered for ſins, 


* Heb. x. 1. 1 Pet. ii. 24. 3 Eph. i. 8. 
* 1 John i. 7. 


«: the 


„ 
« the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might 
ce bring us to God.“ 


« We have an advocate with the Father, 
Jeſus Chriſt the righteous ; and he is the 


66 propitiation for our fins *. 


c 


« As Moſes lifted up the ſerpent in the 
% wilderneſs, even ſo muſt the Son of Man 
be lifted up, that whoſoever belicveth in 
Him ſhould not periſh, but bave cternal 


% life. 


* 


* 


4 


As the children of Iſrael were ſeparated 
from their oppreſſors, we hope alſo to be 
ſeparated from our oppreſſors; and as we 
know that thoſe who plague and puzzle us 
will think themſelves hardly uſed by being 
conſidered as our oppreſſors, we beg leave to 
obſerve, that a poor man's all is as much to 
him as the rich man's is to him; and ſome 
of us, though poor, owe no rent, and have 
moreover barns with grain in them, hay- 
ricks, cattle, and other ſtock, all of which 
we know the value of, and are thankful for; 


1 Pet, iii. 17. A 1 John ij, 1, 3 John iii. 14. 


but 
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but we had rather ſee our barns and ricks on 
fire, and our cattle deſtroyed by the murrain, 
than be deprived of the comforts which we 


derive from our Bibles, and the glorious 


truths contained therein.—W herefore ? 


Becauſe, although we know the value of 
the temporal bleflings we enjoy, they are not 


to be compared with the little foretaſte we 


have had of the love of God, revealed in the 
Bible. And chiefly in the inſtance before 
us; for we read that © God ſo loved the 
« world, that he gave his .only-begotten 
« Son, that whoſoever believeth in Him, 
&* ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
e life. Verily, He ſpared not his own 


= Son ©.” 


Men are apt enough to believe good news, 


without ſufficiently conſidering whether it be 


true; but, thank God, we have the Word of 
Truth itſelf for theſe © Good tidings of 
«« great jr. 

But can there be a perſon, PROFESSING 
THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, Who having 


John iii. 16, * Nom. viii. 32. 3 Luke ii. 10. 
the 


5 
the offer of an advantage which all the trea- 
ſure in the univerſe could not acquire, and 
could only be purchaſed by the great price of 
the © Precious blood of Chriſt * :”” Is there 
a perſon who can ſhut his heart to ſuch good 
news, and treat the blood of the covenant as 


an unholy thing ? We will not believe it poſ- 


ſible, until you avow it. 


Surely your pretended friends muſt have 
miſrepreſented you. 


Do not you believe the foregoing declara- 
tions, and that He was wounded for our 
«« tranſgreſſions; that He was bruiſed for 
* our iniquities; that the chaſtiſement of 
* our peace was upon Him ; and that with 
«« His ſtripes we were healed * ?” 


Do not you believe that the Lord laid upon 
Him the iniquities of us all ? 


Do not you believe that He ſuffered, the 
juſt for the unjuſt, to bring us to God? 


If you deny theſe truths, alſo remember 
that © He who deſpiſed Moſes law, died 
1 Pet, v 19. * Ifatab liii. 5. 

4 without 
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without -mercy, under two or three wit- 
neſſes; and then conſider © Of how 
* much ſorer puniſhment ſhall he be thought 
worthy, who hath trodden under foot the 
% Son of God, and counted the blood of the 
6 covenant wherewith he was ſanctified, an 
* unholy thing; and hath done deſpite 
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Are not the men who endeavour to take 
away from us the joy and confidence we have 
in the above declarations of our God, acting 
perfectly conſiſtent in attempting to overturn _ 
every thing elſe which is dear to us? 


5 Heb. x. 28. 


THE 


E 
THE STATE OF THE DEAD. 


Many of us have had religious parents ; 
and from the triumphant manner in which 
ſome of them went off this ſtage, we con- 
cluded that when their ſoul? parted from 
their bodies, that immediately their ſouls 
went to heaven; and we were confirmed in 
this opinion by many expreſſions which they 
uſed, intimating their firm faith in theſe things 
through their Saviour, who they declared 
had conquered death. And then they would 
cry in broken accents, ** O death, Where 
* where is thy ſting! O grave, where is thy 
« very * 1” 


And in looking into our Bibles we find 
many argunjents for their and our faith ; and 

in particular, the gracious promiſe of our 
Lord and Saviour to the penitent thief, ſaying, 
L To-day ſhalt thou be with me in paradiſe.” 


The Apoſtle Paul alſo declares, that though 
to continue with the church in that day was 
* z Tim. i. 10. 2 x Cor, xv, ' 7 UB 


D more 


 U# 5 
more needful for tkem ; yet he had a © deſire 
* to depart, and to be with Chriſt,” which 


he declared to be“ far better, as then he 


| ſhould be * abſent from the body, but pre- 
«« ſent with the Lord. 


What comfagt ! But our adverſaries have 
endeavoured to damp this alſo; and we are 
the more concerned at it, knowing the prone- 
neſs of our hearts already to unbelief *. They 
have told us, that man has No soUL $EPA- 


RATE FROM HIS BODY ; and that from the 
inſtant a man dies, until his body is raiſed 


again, he is in an inactive, torpid ſtate, which 
to us appears to be worſe than a hedge-hog, 
a dormouſe, or a bat. ; 


We admit that Stephen “ fell aſleep *,” 
but it was a far different ſleep. It was not 
a ſleep of the ſoul ; for he cried out, © Lord 
«© Jeſus, receive my {ſpirit ;” and then the 


body fell aſleep, and was reſolved into the 


duſt from which it was taken; but when 


„ the trumpet ſhall found, and the dead 


* ſhall be raiſed *,” and © he ſhall change 


* Phil. i. 23. * Cor. v. 8. 3 Matt. vi. 30. 


Luke xii. 8. Acts vii. 59, 66. 5 1 Cor. xv. 52. 


Phil. iii. 21. . 
«c 
our 
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1 
© our vile body, that it may be faſhioned 
&« like unto his glorious body, according to 
% the working whereby He is able to ſub- 
due all things unto Himſelf : Then ſhall 
© be brought to paſs the ſaying that is writ- 


1 2» 


© ten; Death is ſwallowed up in victory. 


c 


A 


Does not St. Paul ſpeak of © the ſpirits of 
« juſt men made perfect? | 


| Does not a greater than Paul admoniſh us 

thus? Fear not them which kill the body, 
« but are not able to kill the ſoul; but ra- 
* ther fear him, which is able to deſtroy 
* both ſoul and body in hell.“ 


Have you the hardihood to dare to accuſe 
Him who © ſpake as never man ſpake *,” 
with uſing language to deceive us ? 


Do you preſume to aſſert, that although 
the poor thief's body was mangled on the 
croſs, and afterwards removed; do you ſay 
that he was not that day admitted into para- 
diſe ? 


1 Cor. xv. 54. * Heb, xii, 23. 3 Matt, x, 28. 


* John vii, 46, 
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If you were right, how could John have 
beheld “ the ſouls of them who were be- 
« headed for the witneſs of Jeſus, and for 
« the word of God > wi 
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Having one ſermon of Dr. Prieſtley by us, 
we cannot but tranſcribe a paſſage.— It is in 
his ſermon on the death of Dr. Price. 


5 


g 


* If we may be allowed to indulge our- 
ſelves in a reflection not of the moſt ſerious 
* nature, but ſuggeſted by a review of Dr. 
« Price's labours ; ſuppoſing the amount of 
the expectation of life to be in my caſe, as 
* I find about fourteen years, in many of you 
% not more than half that number, and at 
* the moſt not much more than twenty in 
% thoſe whoſe age admitted of any long ac- 
« quaintance with him, and the interval | 
« between the time of our death and that of 
% our reſurrection to be nothing at all, be- 
« cauſe not perceived by us, it is in effect 
* only fourteen or about twenty years that 
« we can expect to be ſeparated from him; 
* and in this life we often paſs more time 


Cc 
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er. . . 
c without 


„ 


« without ſeeing thoſe whom we moſt re- 
ſpect, but with the idea of ſeeing them 

again, and of their not being unhappy, we 

are not diſtreſſed at their abſence.— 
« How then ought we to be affected, who 

das Chriſtians not only hope, but firmly 
„ believe that in ſo ſhort a ſpace we may 
«« ſee our deceaſed friend again, and be able 
* to tell him what he will be as cager to 
* learn, how thoſe things about which he 
«© moſt intereſted himſelf reſpecting the wel- 
fare of his country, and of mankind, went 

on after his death: and ſuch is the proſpect 
that is now opening upon us reſpecting 
the enlargement of civil and religious li- 

i berty, and the extenſion of general hap- 
« pineſs, that the longeſt liver will probably 
* have the beſt news to carry him.“ 


Now every idea in this paſſage is founded 
upon your opinion, that man has no ſoul but 
his body; which aſſertion, and every other 
of your aſſertions, remember you MUST 
ANSWER FoR hercaſter. 
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You fay the above aſſertion is not of the 
moſt ſerious nature. In this we perfectly 
agree with you. The Scripture account of 
death, and the reſurrection, and“ judgment 
* to come, is not like it; for that is awfully 
ſolemn indeed! But, as you juſtly obſcrve, 
your reflection is not of the moſt ſerious na- 
ture; nay, it appears to us to be ſo ludicrous, 
that if it were not in a ſermon, and that a 
funeral ſermon, we ſhould think it had been 
an impious attempt to burleſque the ſubject. 


„ r NIN 
— mg _ —_ * 
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We can ſcarcely prevail upon ourſclves to 
tell the ideas which immediately followed 
reading it, and which appeared to us to be 
involved therein: but we muſt tor that pur- 
poſe endeavour to. diveſt the ſubject from 
having any connection with religion; and it 
will anſwer the fame purpoſe, if we ſuppoſe 
the Doctor to have fallen into juſt ſuch a 
ſleep as affects the dormouſe; and that his 
friends one after another fall into a like ſleep, 
and are all awakened together. What muſt 
be the confequence ? You ſay, he who con- 
tinues longeſt awake, will probably have the 


Acts xxiv. 25. 


beſt 
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beſt news to carry him ; but the misfortune 
is, that you ſuppoſe all the diſpatches to ar- 
rive at the ſame time; and the poor Doctor 
would certainly be at a loſs which to open ; 
or rather, of which friend to enquire firſt, 
We muſt preſume one to begin :—Great 
news, Doctor; all the oaths our continental 
aſſociates have taken, are diſpenſed with; 
nay, in fact, they have taken ſo many oaths, 
that they are determined to waſh their —_ 
from all, and are raifing a glorious fabrick. 
O, ſays another, let me tell the Door. — 
They have cut the throats of many thouſand 
unreſiſting priſoners. —Pray hold your tongue, 
ſays a third; you began ſleeping in 1791. 
I was awake till Michaelmas 1792. I left 
them debating whether they ſhould try the 
| King: they all agreed that he was gailty 
before they talked of trying him. 


We muſt then ſuppoſe many to begin at 
once, endeavouring to open - their glorious 
news. The Princeſs de Lamballe's head 
The Thuilleries forced by the brave—No 
National religion—They have called you the 
Apoſtle of Liberty—No King—I left Paris in 
2 ſtate - Monſieur le Duc—Monſicur Egalite 

1 —The 
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The Doctor at laſt ſtops his ears, and ad- 
dreſſes them: Meſſieurs, I humbly thank 
you ; but be fo kind as to have a little pity 
on me, and let me requeſt you ſeverally to 
conſult together, and particularly to aſcertain 
the order of time in which you ſeverally 
dozed; or if you will have the goodneſs to 
aſcertain whoſe eyes were laſt open, I would 
beg of him to preſent me with a ſummary, 
as my whole ſtock of calculations will not 
enable me to aſcertain to which expreſs I am 
to pay the firſt attention, as I find to my F 
diſcomfit, that although you have ſet out 
expreſs at ſuch diſtant times one from the 
other, you have unhappily all arrived at a 
moment together. 


Your ludicrous thoughts put us in mind 
of a traveller's ſtory of a place where the 
froſt is ſaid to be ſo intenſe as to freeze the 
people's words as they are ſpeaking, which 
accumulate until there comes a thaw, when 
a new Babel is the conſequence, And really 
we think that Babel did not produce ſuch a 
ſpecimen of confuſion, as you have done in 
religion. „ 

Ws 
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We are not perſons given to treat any 
ſubject lightly. The above thoughts were 
ſuggeſted to us on reading the paſſage, as the 
natural conſequence reſulting from it; and 
we therefore beg, that if there is any impra- 
per levity in the above, it may be conſidered 
as Dr. Prieſtley's, and not ours; as no ſuch 
fooliſh ſuppoſitions had entered our thoughts, 
but for the Doctor's ſuggeſtion, 


— — — 


— 


Are THESE THE MEN Whoſe SUPERIOR | 
WISDOM entitle them to the CHARACTER 
OF REFORMERS ? Vis 


Reformation ſignifies amendment. If St. 
Paul's church wanted repair, ſhould we think 
of placing barrels of powder under it ? This 
is a new mode of reparation or reformation ; 
but it may happen that the exploſion not 

being ſtrong enough to affect the building, 
may only affect him who bears THE DARK 
LANTHORN, AND THE LIGHTED MATCH, 


OUR 
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OUR LORD CAME FROM HEAVEN. 


The poor unbelieving Jews (may God re- 
move the vail * from their hearts) took up 
ſtones to caſt at our Lord, becauſe he ſaid 
unto them, © Verily I fay unto you, before 
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& Abraham was, I am. 


They did not believe in him, although he 
declared unto them, I came forth from 
« the Father, and am come into the world; 
* again, I leave the world, and go to the 
« Father*;” and again, What and if ye 
ſhall ſee the Son of Man aſcend up where 
% he was before. Yet the adverſaries 
have declared that our dear Lord and Maſ- 
ter never exiſted before his appearance upon 
earth... . 


c 


* 


Do you indeed declare theſe things? And 
if you do, why do you not join the unbe- 
lieving Jews? We have been told that you 


* 2 Cor. iii. 15. 2 John viii, 58. 3 John xvi. 28. 
* John vi. 62, 


have 
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have made overtures to this purpoſe, but that 
they do not like you: Is it ſo? 


We mean well, and hope you will not take 
it amiſs that we here give you another warn- 
ing; they, the Jews, for their © unbelicf,” — 
we repeat it, for it is the word of God,—for 
their © UNBELI1EF” were cut off, and the Gen- 
tiles by the favour of God, “ grafted in. 
If God ſpared not the natural branches, 
„think you that he will ſpare you?“ The 
Apoſtle declares that we ſtand by faith ; and 
if thou haſt no faith to ſtand by, and con- 
tinueſt to reſiſt his Word, remember that 
The Lord” not only © knoweth how to 
deliver the godly out of temptation,” but 
* to reſerve the unjuſt to the day of judg- 
„ ment to be puniſhed *;”” and remember, 
The unbelieving, and all liars” (and who 
is a liar, if he is not who contradicts the 
God of truth) * ſhall have their part in the 
« lake which burneth with fire and brim- 


© ſtone; which is the ſecond death *.” 


The Jews, it is true, (may God remove 
the vail from their hearts) are continued a 


Rom. ii. 20. *.2 Pet. ij. 9. 
2 93 05 ſeparate, 
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ſeparate, diſtinct people ſtill; not only to 
ſhew the accompliſhment of thoſe dreadful 
denunciations of their great Lawgiver' againſt 
their wickedneſs, but alſo for great, inexpreſ- 
fibly great and gracious purpoſes, which have 
been the burthen of the Prophets” ſong, and 
the firm dependance of thoſe who believe in 
the Bible. If they abide not in unbelief, 
„ they alſo ſhall be grafted in; for God is 


2 2, 


« able to graft them in *. 


The time is predicted, Behold the days 
% come, faith the Lord, that they ſhall no 
* more ſay, The Lord liveth which brought 
* up the children of Iſrael out of the land 
« of Egypt: But the Lord liveth, which 
* brought up, and which led the ſeed of the 
* Houſe of Iſrael out of the North country, 
« and from all countries whither he had 
*« driven them, and they ſhall dwell in their 
* own land. 


But do not vainly rank yourſelves, if un- 
believers, with this DISTINGUISHED NA 
TION. You, if you reject the Word of God, 

(which you do, if you, by comments, explain 


Deut. xXxviii. 2 Rom. ii. 23. 3 Jer. xxiii. 7, 8. 
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it away) will ſtand in a far other light. The 
puniſhments denounced againſt them may be 
chiefly temporal ; -but the puniſhments de- 
nounced againſt the falſe prophet we are ſure 
is to be caſt alive into a lake of fire burn- 
« ing with brimſtone, which is the ſecond 
« death; there to be tormented day and 
« night for ever and ever 


The Jews, for crucifying THEIR KING, 
have been ever fince ſcattered into all nations. 
Our Sovereign acknowledges the King whom 
they crucified, Is it therefore any wonder 
that they who are like the Jews in their un- 
belief, ſhould wiſh to be like them in rejec- 
tion of their King ? 


Rey. xix, 20.—xx. 10.—XXi. 8. 
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« Heaven and earth ſhall paſs away; but 
* my word ſhall not paſs away; is the 
declaration of our gracious Saviour.— 


And his Word declares, 


1 Then was Jeſus led up of the ſpirit into 
* the wilderneſs to be tempted of the de- 
4 vil*.” Pray read the fourth chapter of 
St. Matthew, where the Tempter ſpeaks; 
and particularly note in what manner our 
Saviour replies. We are alſo particularly in- 
formedof numbersof MIR ACLEs performed by 
our bleſſed Lord, and through faith in Him, 
by his diſciples, in caſting out devils, which 
every one who has read the New Teſtament 
muſt have obſerved: but in particular we 
obſerve the account of “a certain man which 
* haddevils a long time, and ware no clothes, 
te neither abode in any houſe, but in the 
* tombs; and when he ſaw Jeſus, he cried 
ce out, and fell down before him; and with 
cc à loud voice ſaid, What have I to do with 


* Matt. xxiv. 35. * Matt, iv. 1. 
& Thee, 
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« Thee, Jeſus; Thou Son of God Moſt 
« High, I beſeech Thee torment me not *.” 
« And devils alſo came out of many, crying 
* out and ſaying, Thou art Chriſt the Son 
« of God; and he rebuking them, ſuffered 
« them not to ſpeak, for they knew that He 
„„ -.: 


Theſe are quotations from our Bible: but 
our afflitors and diſturbers alledge that there 
is no devil; and the way they uſe to convince - 
us that there is none is, by ſaying that all 
devils are demons, and that there being no 
ſuch thing as a demon, there is no ſuch 
being as a devil. They moreover pretend 
that they know ſo much of the Divine will, 
as to be poſitive, that God almighty would 
never permit one ſuch being as a devil to 
exiſt, much leſs a number of devils. 


Now we, poor ignorant men, think the 
above is not only preſumptuous impiety, but 
alſo blaſphemy, inaſmuch as it contradicts 
the Word of God, which declares that our 
Saviour was tempted of the devil; which 
could not be fact, if their allegation were true ; 

Lake viii, 27, 28. 2 Luke iy, 41. 
and 
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and alſo blaſphemy, inaſmuch as it charges 
their Saviour with deception in replying to 
Satan, which could not be, if there were no 
Satan to reply to. It alſo charges Him who 
knew no guile, with deceiving his diſciples 
and others by pretending to caſt out devils, 
which, if what our diſturbers alledge be 
true, was never done, as it is impoſſible to 
caſt that out of any place which never had 
any 1 in it. 


We therefore requeſt that, if theſe are the 
opinions of our oppreſſors, they will in few 
words avow the ſame; and in particular, 
that they may anſwer the following queſ- 


tions : 


Do you believe that there is a being called 
Satan * the Devil? 


Do you believe that our Saviour Was 
' tempted by him? 


Do you believe that our Saviour, and by 
His power alſo His Apoſtles, caſt out De- 
_ vils? 


If 


49 ] 
If there be no devil, how can he be bound 
and © ſhut up for a thouſand years ? and 
how can he afterwards be caſt into that 
& Lake of fire and brimſtone *,” into which 
the beaſt and falſe 9 are caſt before 
him ? 


We believe all that is revealed in the Word 
of God, and conſequently that there are de- 
vils, wicked ſpirits, as well as wicked men; 
and we are told that the devil is © the Prince 
of the power of the air -;“ and under- 
ſtanding that our chief adverſary has got much 


of his celebrity by playing tricks in this ele- 
ment, we humbly requeſt thoſe who have 
more diſcernment than we have, to hold him 
up to public view in his true colours; and 
in particular to watch over us poor ignorant 
people, that we may not “ be ignorant of his, 
« devices *.” We are told in Scripture, 
which we believe, that he is ſometimes tranſ- 
formed into © an angel of light * ;” and if fo, 
how much eafier can he aſſume the character 
of, and pretend to be, a Miniſter of the goſ- 
pel? We are taught by our bleſſed Maſter, - 
Rev. Xx. 3. Rev. xx. 10. 3 Eph. ii. 2. 
* 2 Cor. ii. 11. $ 2 Cor. ii. 14 


E that 


t 
that Satan is the father of lies; and we 
think that ſince his impudent propolition to 
our Saviour, to fall down and worthip him, 
he has hardly made à more impudent attempt 
than this, in denying his own exiſtence. 


— —  — — __ — —_ 


Are not thoſe who endeavour to perſuade 
us out of our religion and our loyalty, acting 
perfectly conſiſtent in endeavouring to fail 
under falſe colours, and to perſuade us that 
inſtead of their acting under Satan's commiſ- 
Hon, there is no Satan to act under? 


= John viii. 44. 
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CHURCH GOVERNMENT. ©” 
We underſtand from ſuch of our anceſtors 
as were Diſſenters, that one of the chief 
grounds of their ſeparation from the national 
Church, was on account of Church govern- 
ment ; they at that time thinking that they 
thould Be able to keep up a better Church 
diſcipline than that eſtabliſhed in the national 
Church. | | 


They no doubt acted for the beſt ; and far 
be it from us to caſt any, the leaſt reproach 
upon their memory: But we cannot help 
obſerving, that the Church of England has, 
at leaſt in its doctrine, continued much purer 
than the diſſenting Churches; for there have 
been ſuch mutations among them, that it is 
utterly impoſſible to ſpeak of their ſentiments 
with any preciſion ; for within a few miles 
of us there ſtands an old meeting, which we 
underſtand to have originally belonged to a 
good old puritan church; who being all 
dead, by degrees it became, as it changed its 
miniſters, firſt one thing, then another, until. 
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it has at length become a receptacle for our 


oppreſſors, almoſt at open war with Chureh 
and State. 


Oh, if ſome of our good old grandfathers 
could again for once fill their ſeats, much as 


they were contemned in their day, and in 


ſome things hardly uſed, we think they would 


eject their orator from his roſtrum, turn their 
meeting into a barn, and deſire an admiſſion 
into the Church. 


One of our neighbours, who has been a 
traveller, ſays, that it is ſo in many other 
places. We beg theſe things may be en- 
quired into; and if facts, that they may be 
repreſented to poor unlearned Diſſenters, 
whoſe fathers were good men, and who may 
not be aware of the poiſon which is pre- 
pared for their fouls. 


| One inſtance in particular we cannot help 


| obſerving. Dr. Price, who is now dead, 


and on whoſe actions we will therefore for- 
bear to comment; but we find him to have 
been an Arian, inaſmuch as in a book which 


hath been lent us, he avows it, and declares 
himſelf 
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himſelf ſo much diſſatisfied with the Soci- 
nian perſuaſion, that he could as ſoon, if 
not ſooner, become a Churchman than a So- 
cinian. He dies—Dr. Prieſtley, an avowed 
Socinian, (we beg pardon for uſing words 
which we do not thoroughly underſtand) 
preaches his funeral ſermon, and is elected to 
ſucceed him. This is changing one's reli- 
ligion as eaſy as a great coat, Are theſe 
things ſo ? Fs 5 


In the church of England we have ſome 
ſecurity againſt theſe metamorphoſes; and 
this is one reaſon that many of our friends 
are turned churchmen; for they have ex- 
preſſed their fear, that as they have lived to 
ſee avowed attempts to degrade their exalted 
Saviour, that their children may live to hear 
ManoMeT commended, and preached in 
his ſtead, 1 


| Shall we aſſociate with thoſe who are 
thus © given to change? —No—* Let us 
** fear the Lord, and the King. Theſe 


Prov. xxiv. 21. 


E 3 men, 
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men, who are fo given to change in what 
they call their religion, are thoſe who want 
changes in our government; and if they were 
to ſucceed, would leave us no government at 


all.— Are they not perfectly conſiſtent? 


THE 
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THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 


The Jews looked for a ſudden, violent 
cſtabliſhment of the kingdom of the Meſſiah, 
to exalt them, deliver them from bondage, 
and ſubdue the nations under them. 


They had no idea of a ſuffering Meſſiah ; 
although his ſufferings were predicted by 
their Prophets. Like ſome in the preſent 
day, THEY SELECTED SUCH PART OP 
THEIR SCRIPTURES AS WERE AGREEABLE 
TO THEM, AND LEFT THE REST. 


The Chriſtian diſpenſation was therefore 
not at all to their minds, as the kingdom of 
God therein revealed was of a far different 


nature. 


We take the liberty to declare what is our 
faith concerning the kingdom of God. 


He without whom a ſparrow falleth not 
to the ground, hath not left this world 


Matt. x. 29. 


— „ 


„ 
to blind chance; but He does rule and over- 
rule all the, otherwiſe to outward appearance, 
uncertain events of this life, and that with a 
_ peculiar reference to his church and people 


Our Lord, when on earth, was made per- 
% f:& through ſufferings * ;'' and it ſeems to 
be His will that His pcople in like manner 
ſhould be partakers of the fame * ; but 
they need not be diſcouraged, inaſmuch as 
their “ ſufficiency is of God +.” 


The kingdom of God, inſtead of being 
like the kingdoms. of this warld, and it being 
ſaid, And the beginning of his kingdom 
„ was Babel, and Erech, and Calneh in the 
land of Shinar*,” fixes the ſeat. of empire 
in the mind, or heart, or ſoul, or ſpirit, being 
all, to our apprehenſion, nearly of a ſignifi- 
cation. THE kIx DOM of Gor 18 
% WITHIN YOU *,” 


Inſtead of paſſion, pride, and other finful 
tyrants reigning, he is now free; If the 


Den; ir 3% » il. ro. 7 1 Pet, iv. 13. 
2 2 Cor. iii. 5, 3 Gen, x. 9. Luke xvii. 21. | 


Son 
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* Son make you from ye W be n in 
ge deed 77 N 


The Nun in Cbriſi is a | ſubject of 4 
better kingdom, a citizen of a better city, 
« whoſe builder and maker is God * ;” he is 
« a ſtranger and à ſojourner upon earth,” | 
and his thoughts, and- purſuits, and e 


have taken a different turn from hat they 
were before. 


+ 


He does not now view the changes which 
happen in the world, as produced by mere 
human power; but he knows that the . earth 
„is the Lord's *;” and that He not only 
ruleth in the army of heaven, but alſo “among 
tlie inhabitants of the earth; and none can 

“ ſtay His hand, or fay unto Him, what 
* doeſt Thon *?” He is therefore not elated 
at preſent proſperity, or depreſſed by appa- 
rent adverſity; he commits all events to the 
Lord, N that 40 He doeth all things 


& well!.“ 

john viii. 36. „ Heb. il. 70. ö 2 Pfal, xxxix. 12, 
1 Cor, x. . Dan, iv. 35. d Mark vii. 37. 
He 
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He knows the Bible to be not only the 

great Law book of this kingdom, but alſo a 

hiſtory of all events which have materially 

affected it, and a declaration of all events 
a ſhall affect it to all eternity *. 


He is r in Sadly endeavouring to 
trace out in events which have happened, 


the accompliſhment of the words of Chriſt. 


For this purpoſe he conſiders the inveſti- 
gation of hiſtory not ſo much as an amuſe- 
ment, as a Chriſtian duty; inaſmuch as he 
thereby diſcovers the fulfilment of our Sa- 
viour's prophecies in the deſtruction of Jeru- 
ſalem, in the perſecution and diſperſion of the 
Jews, and in the mm ſtate of the world. 


Theſe are not with him matters of ſpe- 
culation, they are the exultations of faith, 
and are accompanied with the expreſſion of 
confidence in that God, who alone can reveal 
that which ſhall come to paſs. 


He is alſo confirmed, ſtrengthened and re- 

joiced, when truth is properly diſplayed, to 

Pal. cxix. * Rev. iv. 1. 2 Iſa, xli. 2 % 
confirm 
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confirm the minds of any in the certainty af 
thoſe prophecies which have already been 
fulfilled, or are now fulfilling in the world. 


As he pays attention to what Moſes and 
the prophets have written, to what Chriſt his 
Lord and Maſter hath declared, and to the 
exhortations of His Apoſtles ; he alſo pays 
a peculiar attention to that Book which his 
bleſſed Saviour, after his glorification, dictated 
to His beloved Diſciple, declaring that it was 
«« The revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, which God 
gave unto Him, to ſhew unto His ſervants 


« what muſt come to paſs '.” 


Surely it muſt have been a moſt important 
revelation to be worthy ſuch a Revealer, and 
to be expreſſed in ſuch glorious language. 


He ponders over the admonitions which it 
contains * ; he prays to be delivered from that 
delufion which is therein foretold to come 
upon the earth *; but above all, he prays 
that he and his may be kept from the mark 
* of the beaſt,” knowing that whoſoever 


Rev. 1. 1. 2 Rev. ii.—iii. 3 Rey. xii. 9. 


4 ; ſhall 
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hall receive the fame, * ſhall be tormented 
* with fire and brimſtone in the preſence of 
the holy angels, and in the preſence of the 


«© Lamb 


He is cautious not to be too n in 
matters of ſuch high moment, and his re- 
ſearches are alw ays accompanied with 1 Lord, 
oc teach Thou 1 me *, 


| Heis not aſhamed to own his attachment 
to this as well as every other book of the 
facred. Scriptures ; ; he recommends the atten- 
tive reverential peruſal of it, and he looks 
forward in expectation of j joining the bliſsful 
ſongs recorded therein. 


With theſe. views, does he N * on che 
earth with contempt ? By no means. — He 
knows it is the Lord's.“ He fees that the 
great afflictions which came upon the world 
ſoon after the promulgation of this facred 
book, were predicted therein *. He diſco- 
vers the æra of the martyrs pointed out, and 
ſees the effect their mild and loving, and, yet 


Rev. xiv, 9, 10. + Pal, cxix, 3 Rev, vi, 
cOoura- 
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coutageous forbearance, had upon their per- 
ſecutors; and he finds that hiſtory confirms 
it; that they rather ſuffered the moſt cruel 
deaths than give up that empire of the mind, 
whereof Chriſt, who dwelt in them, was the 
Sovereign; that they rather choſe to endure 
the loſs of all things, even life itſelf, tharr 
injure. that kingdom. of God” which was 

Within them.“ : 


The effects 72 85 this noble army of mar- 
tyr rs had on the world at large, he alſo diſ- 
covers in this book. Their perſecutors, 
weary of laying, begin to reflect on the power 
which muſt accompany a religion which 
could triumph over its oppoſers; and that 
empire which had been its determined foe, 
a its protector, its promoter. Ho 

" 'Give me neither poverty nor riches ',” 
was the prayer of a wiſe man. And we, 
find that the riches beſtowed on the Church 
by the Chriſtian emperors and great men, 


produced an effect Which is a frequent at- 
tendant upon them; and the Church, in 


* Prov. xxx. 8. wn © 


proceſs 
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proceſs of time, becomes almoſt apoſtate: 
So much ſo, that a power ariſes therein “ dif- 


* ferent from all which ever preceded it '.” 


Even this does not depreſs the believer in 
the whole word of God. In humble de- 
pendence upon Riu, he traces the features of 
this new power in the facred page; and 
though he reads of the exertions which will 
be made by the falſe prophet *”* to re- 
eftabliſh it ; though he reads of the © mira- 
cles“ and wonders which will be performed 
to confirm it; though he reads of that wicked 

* woman,” that great city which reigneth 
<« over the kings of the earth, which will 
be drunk with the blood of the ſaints, and 
« with the blood of the martyrs of Jeſus * ;”” 
he yet without fear, in full confidence, can 
look forward with a holy reverence towards 
Him who will in the end overcome. If he 
eſcapes, he hopes to praiſe God ſome time 
longer upon earth; but if he ſhould be 
deemed worthy to receive that © crown of 
life“ which he knows his Maſter has in 
ſtore for thoſe who are © faithful unto death; 


* Dan. vii. 7. N Rev. xix. 20, . Ne. XVUL 5. 
Rev. ii. 10. 


he 


[085] ; 
he anticipates the glories of it, and with deep 
humility exclaims, © Thy will be done 


We will now look into the Chriſtian” 8 ſen- 
timents as a citizen and ſubject. 


In the ſame paſſage which commands him 
to © FEAR Gor,” he alſo finds it enjoined 
that he is to Honour Tus KING.“ 


He knows that his Saviour is ““ King of 
* Kings, and Lord of Lords; and it gives 
him pleaſure to find that his King upon earth 
admits the truth of it, and openly: profeſles 
it, by declaring himſelf to be“ GeorRGE 
* THE THIRD, BY THE GRACE OF. Gon, 
„KING.“ It is his prayer that the King 
may ever continue attached to the Word of 
God; and that when God ſhall call him out 
of this tranſitory world, he may exchange an 
earthly for an heavenly crown, and leave 2 
ſon to fill his throne, whoſe chief deſire may 
be to become the father of his people, and 
defender of the faith in his ſtead. | 


Whatever the ſtation of life be in which 
he is placed, he is neither afraid nor aſhameu 


* Matt. vii, 10. 2x Pet, ii, 17. Rev. xix. 16. 


of 
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of profefſing theſe things, be ing ſenſible that 
he is following the orders of his Saviour, 
who by his Apoſtle Paul directed Titus to 
put them in mind to be ſubject to princi- 
“ palities and powers, to obey magiſtrates '.” 


He knows that it is further enjoined, ** Let 
te every ſoul be ſubje& unto the higher 
« powers; for there is no power but of 
* God: The powers that be, are ordained 
* of God; for rulers are not a terror to good 
Works, but to the evil. He is the mi- 
© niſter of God, and beareth not the ſword 
« in vain; but is a revenger to execute wrath 
upon him that doeth evil: and for this 
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*« cauſe he pays tribute alſo *. 
Therefore all intimations of reſiſtance to 
the powers that be, are received by Bim 
with horror; as He knows, that Who- 
«* ſoeyer reſiſteth the power, reſiſteth the 


«* ordinance of God; and they that reſiſt, 
* ſhall receive to themfelves damnation.” 


Is he laughed at for theſe things, and ac- 
euſed of holding paſſive obedience, and non- 


1 Titus iii. . * Rom, xiii 


reliſtar ce ? 


6 
reſiſtance ? He replies, I care not what re- 
proach may be caſt on me; if it is in con- 
ſequence of my attachment to my Saviour 
and his words; if I am on this account 
© perſceuted, and evil ſpoken of, I will leap 
for joy, knowing that my reward is great in 


* heaven. 

Does the Chriſtian, as a good citizen, think 
he perceives any thing, which in his opi- 
nion, deſerves the attention of government; 
he does not attempt to effect this by endea- 
vouring to AGITATE THE PUBLIC MIND, 
and sow THE SEEDS OF DISCONTENT. Far 
other are his views : his chief dependence is 
on God, whom he believes to be able to diſ- 
poſe and turn the heart of the King, and all 
that are put in authority under him; and as 
a means to this end, he privately, reſpect- 
fuily, and without either boldneſs or adula- 
tion, lays the ſubject before the proper de- 
partment. | | 


Theſe are our, principles ; and we thank 
God they are not ours only, but the princi- 
ples of the true members of our national 


8 Matt. V. IT, 


F church, 


os ap 
church, and of all ſuch of the diſſenters as 


are not implacable enemies to our national 
church. 


But theſe new religioniſts are not tontent 
with oppoſing what we think to be the foun- 
dation of our holy religion, they have at- 
tacked our RELIGIOUS LOYALTY, as well as 
our RELIGIOUS FAITH ; but by the bleſſing. 
of God our eyes are opened, and we hope by 
the plain, direct, unequivocal anſwers which 
our Citturbers are required to give to the queſ— 
tions herein contained, that the eyes of others 
alſo will be opened, and that they will take 
warning, and avoid a band who will not be 
contented with our delivering any thing 
ſhort of our faith in all the divine promiſes 
contained in the paſſages of Scripture herein 
before quoted, and without we will admit 
that we have No $0ULs, No SAVIOUR, NO 
REDEEMER | | 


We think it neceſſary to declare our be- 
lief, that “ God hath made of one blood all 
« the nations of the earth, and that © He 
is no reſpecter of 657 2 | 


Acts xvii. 26. 2 Acts x. 34. 


But 
ö | 


1 

But our pelterers are always dinning in 
our ears that there ſhould be no reſpect of 
perſons among us; and in particular they 
alledge that all Kings, Rulers, and Gover- 
nors, whatever they are called, and in what- 
ever manner diſtinguiſhed, are not the © Ser- 
« vants of God,” but are the ſervants of the 
people ; and as if they were infatuated and 
blown up by the pride which this idea con- 
veys to them, they immediately thereupon 
begin talking of them in a manner that we 
ſhould be aſhamed to uſe to our poor menial 
ſervants. 


It has been obſerved, that the Roman Ca- 
tholic doctrine of abſtinence from marriage, and 
worſhipping of images, have always gone hand 
in hand together; when one has flouriſhed, 
the other has flouriſhed alſo; when one has 
for a time ſunk, the other has accompanied 
it; and we think ſomething of the ſame kind 
is obſervable in thoſe who deny or explain 
away, that 1s, 1a thoſe who openly deny, or 
ſecretly, * and like an ann, ey the 
Word of God. 


We repeat Fas it 1s obſervatite that thoſe 


who ſet themſelves in oppoſition to the: 
;M 2 Word 
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Word of God, are allo uniform in their op- 
polition to the Governments under which 
they live. The above is our obſervation in 
our ſmall ſphere; but we would humbly 
beg that this matter be enquired into; and 
We are firmly of opinion that the reſult will 
be not only applicable to our preſent expe- 
rience, but that it will be found ever to have 
been the caſe, that thoſe who have daringly 
oppoſed the Word or Gop, have been 
either openly or covertly the promoters of 
SUBVERSION OF GOVERNMENT. b 


We therefore now proceed to aſk a few 
queſtions of our diſturbers; and in parti- 
cular, 


Do you believe that the Bible is our great 
and only rule both of faith and practice? If 
you do not, openly, and not by implication, 
declare that you do not. 


Do you belicve it is your duty to honour 
the King, and to be obedient unto Magii- 
trates * 


Do you believe that they are God's mi- 
niſters? e | 
XY Do 


E 
Do you believe that they who reſiſt the 


power, reſiſt the ordinance of God, and ſhall 
receive to themſelves damnation ? 


— — — — a * 


Is it not perfectly conſiſtent in the men 
who deny theſe truths, to endeavour to per- 
ſuade the people that every King or Magiſ- 
trate is the ſervant of the people? Have not 
all thoſe who have endeavoured to overturn 
Governments, and to SET UP THEMSELVES, 
been conſiſtent therein? Did not Gregory 
the Seventh, and his ſucceſſors, who endea- 
voured to ſet the Papal chair above all the 
Kings of the earth, ſtile himſelf, SERVAN 
OF THE SERVANTS OF CHRIST ?—lIs not 
thjs the old cauſe new-reviyed ? 


19 
CONCLUSION. 


We conclude with addreſſing ourſelves to 
thoſe efpecially, who although in ſome mea- 
ſure infected, are not aware of the deſigns of 
our enemics, and to thoſe who are moſt ex- 
poled to their attacks. 

Me are enjoined “ to examine ourſelves ' ;” 
but it is too frequently the caſe, that inſtead 
of following the Apoſtolic injunction, we 
compliment ourſelves upon our CANDOUR, 
and think it unneceſſary. Are you a candid 
man? a man of liberal ſentiments? If you 
are, you cannot object to putting it to the 
„ 


Coolly and deliberately ſet down in your 
ſtudy; and reflecting that you are in the 
preſence of that God Who“ ſearcheth the 
hearts, write an affirmative or negative 
to the foregoing queſtions.—Review alſo the 


courſe of your reading Look at your library 
Make a liſt of the Tracts on each fide in 


or. Xii. 5. Rev. ii. 


FA {1 | ſeparate 
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ſeparate columns; and when compleated, 
conſider whether you would produce it in 
evidence of youu candour. | | 


But hore all conſider whether you are in 
the habit of conſtantly and daily reading TRE 
WoRD oF Gon : if you are. not, it is time 
you turn from man's wiſdom to the wiſdom 
of the Lord. Be not diſcouraged; but if 
conviction of truth is produced even in the 
ſmalleſt degree, remember for your comfort, 
that Paul of Tarſus was not only an oppoſer 
of the truth, but a perſecutor alſo. May 
God in his mercy meet vou alſo in the way: 
that inſtead of kicking againſt the pricks, 
you may enquire of Him whom you have 
oppoſed, © Lord, what wouldeſt thou have 
me to do? 


It has been ſtrenuouſly maintained, that 
MATTERS OF OPINION ARE INDIFFERENT; 
but until we can ſeparate opinion from ac- 
tion, and if this is done, opinion no longer 
becomes worth a ruſh, IT 1s NOT a matter 
of indifference. * * 


Acts ix. 6, 


* 
* * 
a * * : 
" 4 * 0 
» : & z 4 4 
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„„ 

There is ſuch a thing as DELUs1@N. There 
is alſo ſuch a thing as STRONG DELUSION, 
and a man's BELIEVING A LIE. It is an 
awful ſubject ; but it is neceſſary to inveſti- 


gate it. 
That God, ** who is good to all, and whoſe 


F tender mercies are over all his works *,” 
will not be trifled with. He is merciful 
* and gracious, long-ſuffering, and abundant 
« in goodneſs and truth *.” He corrects, 
but it is in love, „as a father chaſteneth a 
„ Son whom he loveth *.” He bears long, 
and kindly * „Why will ye 
. gie: ? | 


But He will render a juſt © recompenſe 
to thoſe who daringly continue their oppoſi- 
tion. Remember it is written, Thoſe my 
enemies which would not that I ſhould 
< reign over them, bring them, and ſlay 
66 them before me. 


This is not 3 juſtice towards them, but 
alſo mercy towards thoſe who, by their daring 
attempts, they would otherwiſe corrupt. 


5 2 Theſl. ii. 17. 2 Pfal, cxlv. g. 3 Exod. xxxiv. 6. 
« Heb. xii. 7. 5 Exek. xviii. 31. Luke xix. 27. 
+ 7 3 7 
« Haſt 
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HFaſt thou ſeen the ſtorehouſe of his 
wrath ?—Haſt thou conſidered theſe things? 
If not, read and devoutly meditate upon 
the ſacred Scriptures, which will teach you 
to flee from the wrath to come.” | 


Thou wilt there perceive that a HARDENED 
HEART, DIM EYES, and A DEAF EAR, are 
among HIS SOREST JUDGMENTS. Pharaoh 
ſets himſelf to oppreſs and deſtroy his people, 
and inſultingly cries, ** Who is the Lord, 
* that I ſhould obey his voice, to let Iſrael 
« go: I know not the Lord, -acither will I 
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« let Iſrael go. 


It then conſiſts with a holy, good, and 
merciful God, to give him over to that 
HARDENED HEART Which is the natural 
reſult of his impiety to ſuffer him to pro- 
ceed to that length, that the world ſhall have 
a fearful example of the fruits of ſuch works; 
and to ſay, For this ſame purpoſe have I 
* raiſed thee up, that I might ſhew my 
% power in thee, and that my name might 
* be declared throughout all the earth *.” 


" Fxod. i, Exod. v. 2. 2 Rom, ix. 17. 


The 
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The Jews, notwithſtanding the unexampled 
mercies they enjoyed as a nation, became as 
corrupt, if not more ſo, than thoſe from 
whom, for their wickedneſs, the good land 
was taken away, and given unto them *; and 
at laſt filling up the meaſure of their iniqui- 
ties by rejecting the PRINCE or LIFE, and 
daringly oppoſing the glad tidings preached 
in His name *, they alſo became the objects 
of the juſt judgments of God; and as a pre- 
lude to thoſe moſt aſtoniſhing calamities 
which they endured, He ſaid, Go and tell 
* this people. Hear ye indeed, but under- 
« ſtand not; and ſee ye indeed, but perceive. 
« not: Make the heart of this people fat, 
and make their ears heavy, and ſhut their 
« eyes, leſt they ſce with their eyes, and 
« hear with their ears, and underſtand with 
* their heart, and convert and be healed 5.” 


ringly oppoſe His Word, He ſhall fend 
them ſtrong deluſions, that they ſhould 
« believe a lie; that they all might be 

« damned who believe not the truth *.” 
Deut. iv. * Ezek. xvi. # As iii. 5. 
Act xviii. 6. * Ifaiahvi,g, Matt, xiii. 14, 15. 
Iſaiah Ixvi. 4. 2 The. ii. 11. 
| Do 


5 
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Do not run to thoſe whom you have almoſt 
conſidered -as INFALLIBLE GUIDES, becauſe 
they have ſuch a knack at finding fault; do 
not go to them for ſyſtems, gloſſes, and com- 
ments #0 explain away theſe the plain words 

of God, but act the part of the more noble 
Bereans, and * ſearch the ſcriptures, whether 
*« theſe things are ſo ' ;” and above all, look 
up to that God for a bleſſing on your reſearch, 
who hath ſaid, If any man lack wiſdom, 
jet him aſk of God, and He will 1 it 


«© him.” 


Read the account of the vials pouring out 
in theRevelation, andobſerve, it is poſſible even 
for thoſe under torment to © blaſpheme the 
* name of that God who hath power over theſe 
* plagues *.” You will there perceive that 
it is poſſible for mankind to be ſo hardened 
by unbelief and all wickedneſs, as to be de- 
ceived by the devil to fill up the meaſure of 
their iniquitics by worſhipping the beaſt *. 


Ir 1s ouR FEAR THAT. THE PRESENT 
AGITATION IN THE WORLD Is, AS IT 


Acts xvii. 11. 2 Rev. xvi. Rer. xix. 20. 


WERE, 


1 


WERF, THE PRELUDE TO THIS DREAD= 
FUL HARVEST OF WICKEDNESS; AND WE 
' THEREFORE CONCLUDE WITH SAYING, 
BEWARE. 


THE END, 


